From Unemployment to Self Employment the
Prophet’s Way (pbuh)
The Example of Self Employment from the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)

A man from the Ansar came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and begged from him. The Prophet asked, “Have
you nothing in your house?” He replied, “Yes, a piece of cloth, a part of which we wear and a part of which we
spread (on the ground), and a wooden bowl from which we drink water.” The Prophet said, “Bring them to me.”
He then brought these articles to the Prophet who took them in his hands and asked, “Who will buy these?” A man
said, “I shall offer to buy them for one dirham.” The Prophet said twice or thrice, “Who will offer more than one
dirham?“ Another man said, “I shall buy them,” and bought them for two dirhams. The man gave the two dirhams
to the Prophet who took them and gave them to the owner Ansari and said, “Buy food with one dirham for your
family, and buy an axe with the second dirham, and bring it to me.” The Ansari brought the axe to the Prophet, who
fixed a handle on it with his own hands and said, “Go, gather firewood and sell it, and do not let me see you for
a fortnight.” The man went away, and gathered firewood and sold it. When he had earned ten dirhams, he came
to the Prophet and told him that he had bought a garment with some of them and food with his other earnings.
(Abu Dawud, Hadith 1637)
Based on the teaching of the Prophet (pbuh), Hidaya assists people stuck in a cycle of poverty with a boost
so they may start a business and begin sustaining themselves and their families, insha’Allah.

Hidaya’s Self Employment Projects:
Animal Farming: $50 to start a Poultry Farm, $220 for a pair of goats
		• Farmer Assistance: Farmers are provided with seeds, fertilizers, pesticides and technical know-how
		• Small Businesses for the Poor: $75 for a sewing machine and class for women, $200 for a
		•

		

push-cart and supplies to start a street vending business, $200 - $500 to set up a retail shop

Please donate your zakat or sadaqah towards self employment projects.
Checks can be mailed payable to: Hidaya Foundation, PO Box 5481, Santa Clara, CA 95056,
or donate online by check or card at www.hidaya.org,
or sign up for our Automatic Monthly Donation Program.
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